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First things First 

 

� Pray that the Holy Spirit would work through His word to make us large-hearted with God’s grace for 

generous, joyful, grace-filled living! 

� Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 together.  

 

Getting Started 

 

1. Take a moment to reflect on Psalm 24:1. How does God’s ultimate ownership of all things influence the way  

we should view our money and possessions? If God owns everything and we are stewards (managers) of 

what He has entrusted to us, how should that impact the way we spend, save, or invest? How should it 

affect how we give to kingdom work?  

 

Taking it to Heart 

2. Consider Paul’s guidelines for governing our perspective on how to give in vs. 7.  

� How might we go about properly determining (or purposing) in our hearts what to give either to 

special needs and ministry opportunities or as our regular giving to the church?  

� What are some things that might lead to giving grudgingly (reluctantly) or under compulsion? What 

might be some of the heart attitudes/issues behind reluctant or compulsive giving? How might we 

combat these attitudes in ourselves? 

� What motivates the heart of a cheerful giver? What practical steps could we take to grow in the joy of 

generosity?  

 

3.  Reflect on 2 Corinthians 9:8.  

� Why might it be significant that Paul said God makes “all grace abound to you,” especially when giving 

may require sacrifice?  

� How might this verse impact the way we pray about financial matters?  

� How might it affect the way we live and give?  

� What in verse 8 keeps us from misusing this promise like prosperity preachers might?  

 

4.  What purpose does Paul give in verse 11 for why God often provides in abundance for us (cf. 2 Corinthians   

     8:14-15)? 

 



5. In light of 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, consider the following quote from “The Treasure Principle” by Randy Alcorn:  

“God prospers us to increase our standard of giving; not our standard of living….The money manager has legitimate 

needs, and the owner [God] is generous—He doesn’t demand that the stewards live in poverty, and He doesn’t resent our 

making reasonable expenditures on ourselves. But suppose the owner sees us living in a mansion, driving only the best 

cars, and flying only first-class? Or buying only expensive clothes and electronic gadgets and eating at the best 

restaurants? Isn’t there a point when, as His stewards, we can cross a line of reasonable expenses? Won’t the owner call 

us to account for squandering money that’s not ours? Abundance isn’t God’s provision for me to live in luxury. It’s His 

provision for me to help others…not to build my kingdom on earth, but to build His kingdom…. Just because God puts His 

money in our hands doesn’t mean He intends for it to stay there!”   

� What’s your reaction to what Alcorn has written here? Do you think it squares up with what Paul has 

written in 2 Corinthians 9?  

� Read 1 Timothy 6:17. How might we find a proper balance between generous giving in 2 Corinthians 9 

(or Alcorn’s call to modest living) and the freedom to enjoy all that God abundantly supplies for us in I 

Tim 6:17 (keeping in mind the earlier context of 1 Tim 6:6-11)?  

 

Taking it Home 

� Memorize 2 Corinthians 9:8 in your favorite translation. 

� Pray for the grace to grow in the joy of generous living.  

 

Prayer Points 

� Pray for Trinity to grow to maturity as a generous, giving, grace-filled body that is leaning on God’s 

grace for God-sized ministry impact for Christ.  

� Pray that the joy of grace would be our motivation for all that we do as we seek to exalt Christ and 

glorify God through the gospel.  

� Pray for our building team as they pursue the best plan for our facility to better support our ministry. 

Pray for God’s provision in light of 2 Cor 9:8. 

� Pray that God’s grace would motivate not only generous giving but also growing stewardship of time, 

spiritual gifts, skills and talents, relationships, and opportunities—truly large-hearted, grace-filled 

people. 

� Pray for needs represented among your Life Group and praise God for recent provisions and evidences 

of grace! 


